
BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE
LAUREL-CONCORD-COLERIDGE SCHOOL BOND

FAST FACTS

WHAT IS PROPOSED? • Study began in September 2018, with Board’s analysis of functional space for 
student learning, curricular program and school facility needs, as well as the 
recommendations of a Community Focus Group composed of 50 individuals 
representing all LCC school communities.

• In November 2020, the LCC School Board proposed a school facility bond issue 
resolution for an amount not to exceed $23 million. Voters did not approve the 
bond issue by a narrow margin of only 50 votes.

• Following the election, the Board of Education conducted a community survey, 
assessed needs, and determined how best to address concerns.

• On May 10th, the Laurel-Concord-Coleridge School Board unanimously approved 
a school bond issue resolution to call for a Special Election school facility bond 
issue for an amount not to exceed $18.5 million.  

• The Board researched and identified the Lease Purchase finance option for 
a portion of the facility project ($6.855 million) to address patrons’ concerns 
regarding long-term debt and an extended tax levy increase.  

• The bond will provide for additions, renovations and improvements to existing 
facilities of the District, together with related site improvements, as well as to 
provide for the necessary equipment and furniture for such facilities.

• With this project, the LCC High School and Elementary School in Laurel and the 
Middle School in Coleridge will gain additional flexibility in the attendance center 
structure; therefore, offering the school district the ability to continually address 
future student enrollment and curricular program needs and priorities.

These areas will be addressed upon approval of the school bond issue:

• REPAIR: The bond addresses deferred maintenance needs on the district’s 
buildings including roofs, exteriors, windows, carpeting, mechanical and systems, 
and parking.

WHAT IS THE PLAN?



• RENOVATE: The bond funds renovations of student learning environments 
(25,550 sq ft), specifically in the Elementary School, where classrooms will have 
permanent walls, secured doors, and expanded space.  The focus is on improving 
overall building safety, security, accessibility and efficiency of student, staff, and 
patron flow, both inside and outside of school facilities.

• RENEW: The bond encompasses significant new construction (58,830 sq ft) 
designed to update and modernize classroom facilities that will effectively 
meet teaching and learning needs well into the future.  This includes all new 
high school classrooms, science labs, state-of-the-art career and technical 
education facilities (agriculture, industrial technology, family consumer science, 
business), cafeteria/concessions/commons, multiple-purpose/storm shelter, 
and community fitness center.

• The LCC High School and Elementary facility includes a building constructed 
in 1922 (HS 2-story building) with additions and/or renovations in 1957 (gym, 
locker rooms, stage, kitchen, administration, classrooms), 1965 (HS west wing 
classrooms), 1978 (main gym, elementary wing classrooms), 1996 (fitness center), 
and 1999 (Learning Center/Library).  

• While the additions provided much-needed learning space, they also resulted in 
a sprawling maze, connecting links, and multiple levels that have made security, 
supervision, and access challenging.  

• The disconnected layout has also resulted in no common gathering space for 
students during the school day or for patrons during community events.  

• Our High School and Elementary school facilities range from 22 to 99 years old.

• Program and facility needs have been studied, identified, and prioritized.

• Core infrastructure systems (HVAC, Plumbing, Electrical) continue to deteriorate.  

• Identified needs for an improved student learning environment and school facility 
issues will not be resolved without action.   

• The Board of Education has determined that this project is the most effective and 
responsible way to address these needs.

• Interest rates remain historically low leading to substantial cost savings. 

• Construction costs are projected to rise an average of 5% to 7% annually.

• Investing today will deliver future savings, not only in estimated project costs and 
interest, but also in operational costs.

There are a few differences between the bond issue project presented in November 
2020 and the current bond issue.

• SQUARE  FOOTAGE: The Board made a few minor adjustments to the initial concept 
design to address identified needs within the elementary and high school areas.  
The elementary office area was shifted slightly to the south from the original plan, 
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and the high school science wing was modified to allow for a designated space 
for the TeamMates mentoring program.  Overall, the project area increased by 
about 4,000 square feet.

• COST: The overall budget for the proposed project grew by nearly $2 million in 
just 6 months, due to significant increases in commodity costs for construction 
materials, higher interest rates and modifications made to the concept design.  
Estimates call for annual increases of 5% to 7% due to the material and interest 
rate factors.

• “NOT TO EXCEED” BOND AMOUNT: The bond issue election in November 2020 
asked voters to approve bonds not to exceed $23 million for the project.  For 
this election, voters have been presented with a Not to Exceed bond amount of 
$18.5 million.  The difference can be found in the Board of Education’s decision 
to leverage the Lease Purchase finance option for the elementary portion of the 
project ($6.855 million), allowing for a lower long-term bond levy ($0.0947), as 
well as for substantial interest savings ($1.86 million).

• VOTER APPROVED, TAX-EXEMPT, GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS
◊ 25 Year Bonds
◊ Maximum Amount to be Bonded = $18,500,000
◊ Projected True Interest Cost = 2.274%
◊ Projected Annual Debt Service = $910,000
◊ Projected Required Bond Levy = 9.47 cents

• BOARD APPROVED LEASE PURCHASE UPON SUCCESSFUL BOND ELECTION
◊ 7 Year Lease; Final Payment 09/01/2028
◊ Total Amount to be Financed = $6,855,000
◊ Projected True Interest Cost = 1.25%
◊ Projected Annual Debt Service = $1,030,000
◊ Projected Required Bond Levy = 10.9 cents

• LCC SCHOOL TAX LEVY BREAKDOWN (2020-2021/CURRENT YEAR)
◊ General Fund                            $0.658204
◊ Special Building Fund             $0.058644
◊ Qualified Capital Fund           $0.000000
◊ Bond Fund                                 $0.000000
TOTAL                                               $0.716848

• PROJECTED SCHOOL TAX LEVY (YEARS 2022 - 2028 (FIRST 7 YEARS)
◊ General Fund                           $0.658204
◊ Special Building Fund            $0.109000  (INCREASE OF $0.050356)
◊ Qualified Capital Fund          $0.000000
◊ Bond Fund                                $0.094700 (INCREASE OF $0.947000)
TOTAL                                                          $0.861904

• PROJECTED SCHOOL TAX LEVY YEARS 2029 - 2046 (YEARS 8 - 25)
◊ General Fund                           $0.658204
◊ Special Building Fund            $0.020000 (DECREASE OF $0.089000)
◊ Qualified Capital Fund          $0.000000
◊ Bond Fund                                $0.094700
TOTAL                                                        $0.772904
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• PROJECTED SCHOOL TAX LEVY IF BOND ISSUE FAILS
◊ General Fund                           $0.658204
◊ Special Building Fund            $0.140000 (INCREASE OF $0.140000)
◊ Qualified Capital Fund          $0.000000
◊ Bond Fund                                $0.000000
TOTAL                                                        $0.798204

YEARS 1-7 (2022-2028) - BOND PLUS LEASE PURCHASE (14.5 CENTS)

• The estimated fiscal impact on residential property would range from:
◊ $ 50,000 $6.04 per month ($72.50 annually)
◊ $100,000 $12.08 per month ($145 annually)
◊ $150,000 $18.12 per month ($217.50 annually)

• The estimated fiscal impact on irrigated, agricultural land would range from:
◊ $6.45 to $8.22 per acre (annually)

• The estimated fiscal impact on agricultural land (dry) would range from:
◊ $4.99 to $6.47 per acre (annually)

YEARS 8-25 (2029-2046) - BOND ONLY (NET TAX LEVY IMPACT 5.6 CENTS)

• The estimated fiscal impact on residential property would range from:
◊ $50,000 $2.33  per month ($28 annually)
◊ $100,000 $4.66 per month ($56 annually)
◊ $150,000 $7.00 per month ($84 annually)

• The estimated fiscal impact on irrigated, agricultural land would range from:
◊ $2.49 to $3.17 per acre (annually)

• The estimated fiscal impact on agricultural land (dry) would range from:
◊ $1.92 to $2.50 per acre (annually)

This special bond election continues to address the immediate, priority facility 
needs for the elementary school and high school campus.  While there are no bond-
specific improvements designated for the middle school campus, the district will 
continue to maintain and make repairs and updates as necessary to ensure a quality 
teaching and learning environment.  The Board of Education annually reviews the 
following criteria when considering the needs for instructional programs, staffing, 
and facilities, including consideration of future campus consolidation: 

• STUDENT ENROLLMENT (Students Per Grade Level; Students Requiring 
Transportation)

• CAMPUS SPECIFIC EXPENDITURES
• NECESSARY BUDGET REDUCTIONS
• POTENTIAL COST SAVINGS

Should the bond issue pass and the facility project proceed, any decision related 
to future campus consolidation would be put on hold for the duration of the Lease 
Purchase financing (7 years).
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If the LCC School bond issue is not approved, the identified needs for an improved 
student learning environment will not go away.  The school district will have to find 
ways to fund, repair and renovate these facility priorities.  

• Costs for these projects will increase as interest rates and construction costs rise.
• The Board will be required to use the maximum allowable Special Building Fund 

tax levy to pay for repair and facility improvement costs (14 cents; an increase of 
8.14 cents).

• Projects would need to be completed in phases, reducing the likelihood of 
cohesive, comprehensive construction plans for safety, security, accessibility and 
circulation.

◊ BUILDINGFORTHEFUTURELCC.COM
◊ Attend one of two (2) planned Community Forums.

FEEL FREE TO CONTACT: 
• JEREMY CHRISTIANSEN, Superintendent at LCC School

◊ jeremy.christiansen@lccschool.org or (402) 256-3133
• JUSTIN ERIKSEN, Building for the Future Committee 

◊ justin.eriksen8613@gmail.com

• ANY LCC BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBER:
◊ Carol Erwin (President)
◊ Dan Kuhlman (Vice President)
◊ Dustin Thompson (Secretary)
◊ Angela Johnson
◊ Sam Recob
◊ Grant Settje
◊ Scott Taylor

MONDAY, JUNE 21ST

• 6:00 pm  (Laurel Learning Center/Library)
• Refreshments Available 
• Facility Tour Included (Laurel Campus)

THURSDAY, JUNE 24TH

• 6:00 pm  (Laurel Learning Center/Library)
• Refreshments Available 
• Facility Tour Included (Laurel Campus)
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SHARE INFORMATION
• Contact your family members, friends and neighbors to share this information.  

Encourage them to attend one of the Community Forums and Facility Tours.

MAKE A DONATION
• LCC School patrons from Cedar, Dixon, and Wayne counties, including residents 

of Coleridge, Concord, Dixon and Laurel, have formed a committee to share 
information and promote the LCC School bond issue.  No public school district 
funds are being used to advocate for the bond issue.  To help support the 
committee’s efforts and to offset promotion costs, donations may be made to 
either of the “Building for the Future - LCC School Bond” accounts at: 
◊	 SECURITY BANK (any branch) *Susan Koranda
◊	 CITIZENS STATE BANK (Laurel Branch) *Craig Gutz

The LCC School Bond issue is part of a Special Election ballot being mailed to each 
registered voter residing within the District.

• Each voter will receive a ballot at his/her address as it appears on the voter 
registration register; and therefore no polling places will be open for voting. 

• Ballots will be mailed out by the Election Commissioner 20 days prior to the 
election (on or about June 23rd)

• Ballots can be returned in the postage paid envelope, hand delivered or deposited 
in the drop box at the Courthouse and must be in the County Clerk’s Office by 5:00 
pm Election Day. 

VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINES:
Online: June 25th

By mail: Postmarked by June 25th

In Person: July 2nd

NEBRASKA SECRETARY OF STATE ONLINE VOTER REGISTRATION:
https://www.nebraska.gov/apps-sos-voter-registration/

NEBRASKA VOTER INFORMATION LOOKUP:
Confirm your registered address, party registration and ballot status.
https://www.votercheck.necvr.ne.gov/voterview

Prepared and paid for by the “Building for the Future - LCC School Bond” Committee, Susan Koranda, Treasurer
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